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Human nature and His final destiny –


Mankind was created in the image of God.  (Gen 1:27) What does this mean?  God is spirit, and those who worship God must worship him in Spirit and truth.  (John 4:24) Our relation with God is first and foremost spiritual.  And this is the point at which our relationship first broke down in the Garden of Eden.  


Man was originally created for fellowship with God.  All of man’s needs were met in the Garden.  He was able to eat from the tree of life freely along with any other tree in the garden, except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, “for when you eat of it you will surely die.” (Gen 2:17)  It was exactly at this point that mankind was tempted by the adversary, the serpent, (aka the devil).  By the subtle twisting of God’s word man gave into the temptation and “the fall” was complete.  Man was banished from the garden.  The curse of this sin was complete; toil and hardship were now the lot for human kind. (Gen 3:16-20) But even this horrible scenario of sin and separation from God was the glimpse of a future promise; the offspring (or seed) of Adam would crush the serpent’s head.  (Gen 3:15)  


What mankind lost was not simply eternal life, but more than that fellowship with God.  This is why Adam and Eve felt the need to hide from God.  (Gen 3:8,9)  Now, one cannot underestimate how complete and utterly devastating is this separation from God.


Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned— 13 for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.  (Ro 5:12-14)

Man without any effect of knowing the law was under this curse of sin.  For it is clear that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Rom 3:23)  All men alike were “without hope and without God in the world.” (Eph 2:12)  “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way;” (Is 53:6) Our position with God meant not only temporal separation, hardship and pain, but there was also spiritual death, (an eternal separation).  This is described in different ways.  It has been called a place of “weeping and gnashing of teeth”; “outer darkness”; and a “lake of fire.” 


However, God was not content with this.  As when Adam broke fellowship with God, God still calls out, “Where are you?”  His desire for fellowship with his creation, especially with his creation created in his own image foreknew Adam’s path and the plight of mankind.  God in his foreknowledge decided that he would redeem mankind and the majesty of his plan is hinted of in the law and the prophets, but completely unfolds in the revelation of his Son.

Redemption: Its Plan and Purpose –


The fall of man in the garden did not catch God by surprise.  For even the book of Revelation speaks of the “the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.” (Rev 13:8)  God had planned something greater than fellowship broken, fellowship restored, fellowship complete.  How true the words are that “you don’t know how much you appreciate something until it is taken away from you.”  It is only through the incredible pain of separation that we realize “paradise lost”.  But what is more is that we had no ability to restore this broken fellowship.  It was only on God’s initiative, in God’s time, (the fullness of time) that he sent his Son to redeem His lost creation.


There was only one way out of this mess.  The result of sin was, “death and crying and mourning and pain.”  We were helpless to help ourselves out of this miserable estate.  

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Rom 5:6-8)

Isaiah predicts the coming of Messiah when he writes, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  (Is 53:6).  And Jesus Himself was very explicit in His mission:  “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” (Lk 19:10)


However, there are some who reject God’s plan of redemption and they are cast into the “lake of fire”.  This fire was not created for mankind, (Matt 25:41) but nevertheless the price of ignoring so great a salvation will not go unpunished. (Heb 2:3)  This is not God’s intention for he does not want “anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Pe 3:9)  This same scripture written by the apostle Peter speaks of God’s patience, delaying His return so that more may be saved.  The message goes out to the ends of the earth (Matt 24:14. Rom 10:18) to speed his coming.  The good news implores us to be reconciled to God (2 Cor 5:20).


There remains the question however, of those who have not heard the gospel.  Are they lost?  What is their fate?  This is a most difficult question and a question which is met with jeers in a pluralistic society.  Many Christians cannot comfortably answer this, and some even invent answers that are not based upon scripture.  However, the scriptures remain clear that Jesus Christ is the only source of salvation, (Acts 4:12) and He is the only way to the Father (John 14:6).  


The Bible makes it clear that there is but one source of life.  “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” (1 Jn 5:11-12)   Romans chapter one is perhaps the best passage which speaks directly to the heathen, “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.” (Rom 1:20). The point here is that God has provided only one means of salvation, his son Jesus Christ.  Along with this He has commissioned His church to deliver this good news.  So the privilege and the responsibility to carry this good news rests with the church.  Can we join along with the apostle Paul who says, “Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.”? (2 Tim 2:10) (See also Acts 20:24, 1 Cor 9:16)


The Means and Results of Justification – 


It is clear that the penalty for our sin is death.  “When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death!    . . . 23 For the wages of sin is death . . .”

 (Ro 6:20-21, 23)  The sin that resulted in death in the Garden was only magnified by the Law of Moses.  The Law of Moses only magnified our separation from God.  Righteousness could not be obtained through the law.  (Gal 2:21, Gal 3:11)  Another means to be justified; the only means was through faith in Jesus Christ.  

The Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 

23 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ﻿﻿ that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. (Gal 3:22-25)

And now that we are justified freely by faith in Jesus Christ we are “sons of God.” (Gal 3:26)  “If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” (Gal 3:29)

We are now at peace with God, (Rom 5:1) if we have been justified through faith in his Son.  For it is clear that at one time we were “foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.”  But now we have been “brought near through the blood of Christ.”

“Consequently,” we “are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household,”  (Eph 2:12-19)


The book of Romans is quite clear on this “There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  And “we are all justified freely by his grace”.  Through the sacrifice of his precious Son and by faith in his blood we are justified. (Rom 3)  


Peter tells us that we have a “new birth into a living hope”; “an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade” and by “faith we are shielded by God’s power” until that salvation is to be revealed.  (1 Peter 1:3-5)  For our “empty way of life” was redeemed not with perishable things such as sliver and gold, but with “the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”  (v.19)


So what was lost at the fall has been won back through the sacrifice of God’s own son.  The price was most costly, for “the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” (Heb 9:22) So, through suffering and obedience Jesus “became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.” (Heb 5:9)  The result was that through faith fellowship with God is restored.  We by faith can now be at peace with God.  The penalty of spiritual death has been paid in full.  We are in fact now sons of God through faith in his Son, Jesus Christ.  


The message of restoration has not changed: “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.” (Acts 3:19)  For “if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Rom 10:9)

My personal testimony concerning Christ as our Savior –


I grew up in what I would consider a Christian home.  My mother was a Christian, but I don’t believe my father was a Christian until I was an adult.  The church I grew up in was a Methodist church.  These sovereign foundations were the bedrock for my faith.  From a very young age I remember calling on the Lord.  


As a young teenager I thought my new found faith would lead me into some type of fulltime service to the Lord.  At the time all I could think of was to possibly become a monk or join some type of monastery.  I did not know really what else to do.  My sincere interest in the Lord and my service to him only grew.


After graduating high school, I decided to join the Navy my thinking at that time is that the US is a free country and the military helped to support that freedom.  While in the Navy I attended a Tres Dias weekend (an inspirational non-denominational retreat  weekend) at the age of 20.  This weekend stressed how we can serve God through the church, and I made that my aim for several years.  But I knew I was called to serve God in a fulltime capacity.

By the time I reached my late twenties I heard the call to do Bible translation with Wycliffe.  However, this call did not come to fruition.  I felt somewhat disillusioned with the church.  (I was attending an Assemblies of God church).  I had certain doctrinal differences with the church and could not itinerate at this church to raise my support for Wycliffe.  The Baptist and Presbyterian church that I visited was not very willing to help me when they heard that I attended an AOG church.  Without the needed support to go overseas, I left Wycliffe and the AOG.

I decided to choose my church carefully based on doctrine and this led me to the C&MA.  I took a secular job with IBM for several years and started to attend seminary part time.  Eventually, I felt the pull towards fulltime service once again, and left work to attend seminary fulltime.

With God’s help I will be faithful into wherever he may lead me. 

